Welcome to your annual luncheon!  I am sure it is as successful as ever!  I hope you take a few minutes of your time to read this and then to act on what you read.

As you may be aware, significant changes are being planned for Washington High School.  Briefly, Milwaukee Public Schools has received a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to design small high schools either by creating new small high schools or by breaking up existing large high schools into smaller, separate high schools within the same building.

Washington High School is one of the large schools slated to be broken up.  Staff at the school is currently working to design “new” schools for the building. 

Last Fall, members of the Alumni Foundation Board met with the Superintendent, Bill Andrekopoulos, to convey our interest that there continue to be an entity called Washington High School.  He conveyed to us that he has a commitment to create new schools for the building, but the names of the schools would be up to the staff.  He also informed us that, regardless of the names for the future schools, there would be only one set of athletic teams.  This would also apply to other extra-curricular activities.

Last January, members of the Board made a presentation conveying our interest to the faculty at one of its meetings.  We also informed them of some of the accomplishments of the Alumni Foundation, including the contributions from the Women’s Luncheon.  Among them are the following: In approximately 40 years of existence we have given out about 400 scholarships. Two years ago we purchased a dictionary for every freshman student.  Annually we help pay for Advanced Placement exams for students who otherwise would not be able to afford to pay for them. Annually we send a student to a national leadership conference. We have supported special programs for students in the athletic programs. 

As an Alumni Scholarship Foundation Board we continue to try to raise money for scholarships.  We have started a  Hall of Fame in the school to recognize distinguished alumni.  The second group will be inducted on May 7, at 1:00PM at the school.  (If you are interested in attending, call Marilyn Lane at 1-262-268-3077 or email her at merrilane@aol.com .)  We have established a mentoring program for our scholarship winners. 

We think that there should continue to be a Washington High School in Milwaukee. Even if there are three separate entities in the building the name must be part of those entities. For example, an entity could be called the _____School of Washington High School. A number of other possibilities exist, but whatever is chosen, Washington High School needs to continue to exist.

If you share our feeling, please take the time to let School Board members and the Superintendent know.  Listed below are names and addresses. (District numbers are in parentheses)

Mr. Jeff Spence, Pres, (2)      Ms Charlene Hardin, VP (4)      Ms Barbara Horton (1)      Mr Kenneth Johnson (3)

3180 Colonial Dr                  2829 N 17th St                              7833-H N 60th
           3250 N Richards

Milwaukee, 53222                 Milwaukee, 53206                       Milwaukee, 53223            Milwaukee, 53212

Tel 535-0997                          Tel 265-8182                               Tel 354-3369                    Tel 372-9491

Ms Jennifer Morales (5)         Mr Peter Blewett (6)                   Mr Lawrence O’Neil (7)    Mr Joseph Danneker (8)

3222 N Cambridge                 2750 N 45th St                              6529 W Dodge Pl              2824 S Wentworth

Milwaukee, 53211                   Milwaukee, 53210                       Milwaukee, 53220            Milwaukee, 53207

Tel 964-9469                           Tel 442-2807                                Tel 321-7222                    Tel 486-9358

Mr Tom Balistreri (City –wide)
          Superintendent William Andrekopoulos




5000 S 19th St                                         5225 W Vliet St

 Milwaukee, 53221, Tel 588-2778          Milwaukee, 53208, Tel  475-8001

FROM: Chuck  Gobel, President


Washington High School Alumni Scholarship Foundation








